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Communiqué of the 21st National Council on Works Held at the 
Delta State Government Event Centre, Asaba, Delta State 

from October 12 to 17, 2014 
 

 

The 21st Meeting of the National Council on Works with the theme “Funding 

Road Development In Nigeria: A Panacea for Economic Transformation” was 

held at the Delta State Government Event Centre, Asaba, Delta State, from 

Sunday 12th to Friday 17th October, 2014.  The meeting was declared open by 

His Excellency, the Deputy Governor of Delta State, Prof. Amos Utuama (SAN) 

on behalf of His Excellency, Dr. Emmanuel Eweta Uduaghan, CON, Executive 

Governor of Delta State. 

Meeting of the Technical Committees, as well as a meeting of the Permanent 

Secretaries preceded the Council Meeting which was presided over by Arc. Mike 

Oziegbe Onolememen, CON. 

Present at the Council meetings were distinguished members of the National 

Assembly led by the Chairman, House Committee on Works, Hon. Ogbuefi 

Ozomgbachi; the Honourable Minister of Works, Arc. Mike Oziegbe 

Onolememen, CON; Permanent Secretary, Federal Ministry of Works, Dr. A. K. 

Muhammad, OON; Honourable Commissioners of Works and their Permanent 

Secretaries from the 36 States of the Federation.  Others were the Directors in 

the Federal Ministry of Works; Directors/Officials of other Federal and State 

Ministries, Departments and Agencies [MDAs], as well as Stakeholders in the 

Road Sector. 

Council extensively deliberated on the memoranda received and resolved as 

follows: 

(1) Council adopted the Honourable Minister’s keynote address, 

commended the Ministry for its efforts at ensuring an overhaul of 
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existing frameworks with a view to transforming the Road Sector in 

Nigeria. 

(2) Council noted the commitment of President Goodluck Ebele Jonathan’s 

(GCFR) Administration to the development of the Nation’s Road Sector.  

Infact, it recognized that the ongoing Road Sector Reforms are in 

pursuance of the Transformation Agenda and Vision 20:2020. 

(3) Council noted the appreciable progress made by the Federal Ministry of 

Works on the draft bills for the National Road Fund and Federal Road 

Authority, now before the Federal Executive Council, and urged the 

Federal Government to expedite action on the creation of Federal Road 

Authority (FRA) and National Road Fund (NRF), while at the same time 

urged State Governments to establish State Road Maintenance 

Agencies (SRMAs). 

(4) Council recognized the leading role of the Federal Ministry of Works in 

ensuring high standards in road construction, rehabilitation and 

maintenance.  State Governments are accordingly urged to replicate it. 

(5) Council approved the dissemination of the adopted Transformation 

Parameters for the seamless Migration of Data between the two (2) Co-

ordinate Systems, i.e. the World Geodetic System (WGS 84) and the 

Minna Datum (Clarke 1880 modified). 

(6) Council resolved to sponsor a memorandum to the National Council of 

Establishment for the amendment of the Schemes of Service for 

Surveyor's Cadre to accommodate persons with qualifications (Ph.D, 

M.Sc, B.Sc/B.Tech, HND, OND) in Remote Sensing, Photogrammetry, 

Hydrography, Cartography and Geographic Information System (GIS) 

to be employed into the Surveyor, Technologist and Technician Cadres 

of the Survey Profession. 
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(7) Council noted that streetlight and traffic light are a part of road 

furniture, and accordingly resolved that their maintenance should be 

accommodated within the maintenance funds for such roads. 

(8) Council noted the immense benefits of HSE compliance and resolved 

that provision should be made, under Bill 1, on all road contracts for 

HSE compliance. 

(9) Council approved that Safety Engineers/Officers should conduct safety 

audits of project sites quarterly to determine the level of HSE 

compliance by Contractors.  Furthermore, States should set up HSE 

Units to carry out the quarterly audit of their projects. 

(10) Council noted the Federal Government’s adoption of the National 

Integrated Infrastructure Master Plan (NIIMP) to fashion out a 

structured integrated approach needed for its implementation. 

(11) Council approved fees for provision of access to business premises 

(industrial establishments) and petrol stations along the highways, 

especially those that derive their access from the highways. 

(12) Council noted the need for the fees collected from approved adverts, 

billboards and other features along the road corridor to be utilized for 

maintenance of both Federal and State roads by Roads Maintenance 

Agencies, based on road ownership. 

(13) Council noted the need for full implementation of the Act to surcharge 

road abuse offenders which has the potential to provide funds for 

maintenance of the roads. 

(14) Council approved the introduction of an Annual Motor Users’ Levy as a 

source of raising funds for the maintenance of our roads. 

(15) Council noted the need for relevant Agencies with capacity to arrange 

for alternative financing of road infrastructure to be engaged in road 
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development projects and directed that project viability studies, which 

are critical to attracting private financing, be carried out. 

(16) Council directed Road Agencies to establish a Cost Effective and 

Integrated Approach to quality control that incorporates the use of 

functional material laboratories. 

(17) Council noted that the Contractor-Finance Model of funding road 

infrastructure has not been fully developed in the country and urged 

the use of this model for road projects and directed for the review of 

the provisions of the Construction Policy to promote greater 

participation of indigenous contractors in the road sector in line with 

the Local Content Policy. 

(18) Council recognised the importance of data to planning for road 

development, and accordingly adopted the creation of Road Asset 

Management System (RAMS) as a tool for project planning, budgeting 

and prioritization. 

(19) Council recognized tolling of roads and bridges as a veritable source of 

funding Road Development and noted that the Federal Ministry of 

Works had already carried out series of sensitization workshops to elicit 

stakeholders buy-in. 

(20) Council approved the use of stabilizers and bitumen booster already 

being implemented by the Federal Ministry of Works as a means of 

improving the durability of road pavement, as well as reducing cost of 

road construction in the country. 

(21) Council directed Ministries in charge of roads to collaborate with 

Universities and Research Centres towards utilization of research 

findings, as well as to consciously refer to the Office of the Surveyor 
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General of the Federation and State Surveyors-General for pertinent 

data, being the repository for such data. 

(22) Council directed the strengthening of the use of Direct Labour as a 

means of reducing the overall cost of road rehabilitation and 

maintenance at both the Federal and State levels. 

(23) Council noted the efforts of the Federal Ministry of Works in 

resuscitating the Highways Training Schools and urged State 

Governments to resume nomination of candidates for training in the 

Schools. 

(24) Council noted the need to establish, gazette, and enforce Right-of-Way 

of all roads and therefore approved the enforcement of Regulations 

governing Right-of-Way on roads, in collaboration with State Ministries 

responsible for Roads and Urban Planning, to check encroachment, 

illegal developments and decrease consequent cost of compensation. 

(25) Council directed the Federal Road Safety Corps (FRSC) to come up with 

a draft National Guideline on Road Safety Audit as an effective tool for 

improving safety performance for consideration by the Conference of 

Directors of Civil Engineering in 2015.  

(26) Council noted that the Capital Market is a veritable source of funding 

for road development and urged all Road Agencies to take advantage 

of the various instruments available in the Capital Market for road 

development.  

(27) Council noted the success so far recorded in the use of funds from 

Multi-lateral Agencies for funding road projects and therefore urged 

that such funds should be vigorously pursued by Government for road 

development. 
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(28) Council approved that State Governments should adopt the ECOWAS 

Supplementary Act for Control of Dimension, Weight and Axle load on 

their Road Networks. 

(29) Council noted the need for National Intelligence Transport System 

(NITS) Needs Assessment and urged the relevant Road Owners such as 

Federal, States and Federal Capital Territory (FCT) to undertake Needs 

Assessment on their roads. 

(30) Council agreed to support the Federal Ministry of Environment in the 

successful implementation of the National Vehicular Emissions Control 

Programme (NVECP), which would involve the establishment of 

Vehicular Emission Testing Centres in all the States of the Federation 

and the Federal Capital Territory (FCT). 

(31) Council recognized the benefits accruable from the establishment of 

Motor Vehicle Administration Agency in the States of the Federation 

and Federal Capital Territory (FCT) and considering the fact that many 

States have keyed into it, Council approved the adoption of the Draft 

Document (MVA Model Law and Regulations) to guide the States & FCT 

in the establishment of Motor Vehicle Administration Agencies.  

(32) Council recognized the benefits arising from the establishment of 

Driving Range and approved the adoption of the new proposal in all the 

States of the Federation and the Federal Capital Territory (FCT), in line 

with provisions of the National Road Traffic Regulations (NRTR) 2012 

made pursuant to the Federal Road Safety Commission (Establishment) 

Act 2007. 

(33) Council approved that Ministries, Departments and Agencies should be 

requested to demand for COREN License as a condition for pre-

qualification of Engineering firms offering services. 
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(34) Council acknowledged with appreciation the warm reception and 

hospitality of the Government and good People of Delta State, for the 

successful hosting of the 21st Meeting of the National Council on Works. 

(35) Council resolved that the 22nd Meeting of the National Council on 

Works, would be held at a venue to be agreed upon in due course. 
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