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PRESENTATION BY THE HONOURABLE  MINISTER OF WORKS, 

ARC. MIKE OZIEGBE ONOLEMEMEN, FNIA; FNIM; FNSE AT THE 

THIRD YEAR MINISTERIAL PRESS BRIEFING ON THE 

ACHIEVEMENTS OF PRESIDENT GOODLUCK EBELE JONATHAN, 

GCFR, ADMINISTRATION IN THE TRANSFORMATION OF ROAD 

SECTOR IN NIGERIA ON SEPTEMBER 19, 2014 IN ABUJA 

Protocols 

Introduction 

I am glad to address this gathering of critical stakeholders of 

our nation on the journey so far in the transformation of the 

road sector since the advent of the President Goodluck 

Jonathan’s administration in May 2011. I wish to thank my 

colleague, the Honourable Minister of Information and indeed 

members of his team for their sustained evidence-based 

approach to evaluating the performance of the President 

Goodluck Ebele Jonathan’s Administration.  For me, it is yet 

another opportunity to give account of my stewardship as 

Minister of Works to the good people of our great country, 

and showcase the achievements of the Federal Government 

under the leadership of President Goodluck Ebele Jonathan in 

the transformation of the Road Sector for enhanced 

economic activities and social integration in our country. 

It would be recalled that on assumption of office, the 

President Goodluck Ebele Jonathan’s administration inherited 

a federal road network that was in such a deplorable 

condition that Nigerian roads were being referred to as 

“death traps”!  
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Many road projects were either abandoned or moving at 

snail speed due to paucity of funds or technical challenges.  

Travelling on Nigerian Roads by May 2011, was a nightmare as 

commuters were made to oftentimes stay overnight in transit. 

Today, thanks to the remarkable transformation that has 

taken place in the road sector, Nigerian Roads can no longer 

be described as “death traps”; rather the Federal road 

network is once again serving as economic arteries through 

which commerce flows from one part of the country to 

another. The Federal Government’s on-going rehabilitation, 

construction, expansion and maintenance of major arterial 

highways across the country have brought a new lease of life 

to citizens and road users. From about 4,500km of fair roads in 

2011, today more than 25,000km of the 35,000km of federal 

roads are now in good and motorable condition, with some 

of the road alignments comparing favourably with roads in 

the developed parts of the World. 

I am glad to inform stakeholders in the Road Sector and 

indeed all Nigerians of the progress made so far and some 

key dividends arising from our various efforts at improving the 

Federal road network in the country these past three years.   

From the North to the South; and from the East to the West, 

the story is the same: Travel times between origins and 

destinations, have been reduced, cost of vehicle 

maintenance have been drastically reduced, accidents and 

carnage on our roads have been reduced due to better 

pavement design and construction, modern road markings 

and signages. Economic goods are now better distributed 

through our arterial roads with improved turn-around times 
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that lead to more production activities, thereby catalyzing 

economic growth and increase in our Gross Domestic Product 

(GDP). Consequent on this positive turn-around in the road 

sector, citizens now enjoy better services in road 

transportation and at reduced fares. Some of the transport 

companies such as the Luxury Bus Owners Association have 

slashed their transport fares in response to the remarkable 

improvement and expansion of the Federal Road Network. 

 

SURE-P Intervention 

Ladies and Gentlemen, the objectives of the Transformation 

Agenda in the road sector have been largely achieved in the 

past three years of the Jonathan presidency. The advent of 

the Subsidy Reinvestment and Empowerment Programme 

(SURE-P) in January 2012, following the partial removal of 

subsidy on the prices of petroleum products, has ensured 

additional funding of selected projects in the road sector 

resulting in enhanced service delivery in the sector. This has 

contributed to the remarkable progress witnessed in 2013 on 

the dualization of five (5) key arterial roads across the six 

geopolitical zones of our country. These are the dualization of 

Abuja-Abaji-Lokoja Highway, Kano-Maiduguri Highway, and 

the reconstruction of Onitsha-Enugu-Port Harcourt Expressway, 

Benin-Ore-Shagamu Expressway and Lagos-Shagamu-Ibadan 

Expressway. Not only that, proceeds from SURE-P are also 

being applied in the construction of the new Loko-Oweto 

Bridge over River Benue linking Nasarawa and Benue States, 
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and the Second Niger Bridge in Onitsha/Asaba linking 

Anambra and Delta States. 

 

Projects Distribution 

The Federal Ministry of Works under my leadership has 

continued to make concerted efforts to complete all major 

on-going road and bridge projects, and scale up 

maintenance works on Federal Roads across Nigeria to ensure 

that federal highways become better and safer. I make bold 

to say that the six geo-political zones of the country by 2013 

felt the impact of road infrastructure development these past 

three years, as improved federal roads continue to serve as a 

platform for the enhancement of socio-economic integration 

in Nigeria.  

By the end of 2013, each geo-political zone in Nigeria 

witnessed enhanced construction activities, covering a total 

corridor of 6,500km.  From Lagos to Ibadan, Benin to Ore, 

Kano to Maiduguri, Gombe to Yola, Kano to Katsina, Sokoto 

to Makera, Abakaliki to Ikom, and from Enugu to Port 

Harcourt, among others, the entire Country was turned into a 

huge construction site by 2013, as the transformation of the 

road sector reached a cruising level. 
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The cumulative summary of ongoing projects in the six (6) 

geo-political zones is given in the table below: 

S/No Zone No. of 

Projects 

Length 

(Km) 

Project 

Cost (NBn) 

1 North Central 29     1,201.81        294 

2 North East 26     1,219.65        314 

3 North West 20     1,040.22        188 

4 South East 45     1,251.40        357 

5 South South 33        739.57        245 

6 South West 31     1,072.63        365 

 Total 184     6,525.63     1,765 

 

Achievements of the Ministry 

The ministry recorded impressive performance in 2013 and 

cumulatively these past three years: 

Completed Projects 

Despite the daunting challenges in revenue inflow 

experienced since 2011when the administration of President 

Goodluck Ebele Jonathan came into office, the Federal 

Ministry of Works has completed sixty-two (62) road projects 

nationwide. The projects include: 

1. Oturkpo-Oweto Road (Section I) in Benue State 

2. Otukpa-Ayangba-Ajaokuta-Okene Road in Kogi State 

3. Ningi-Yadagumgume-Fuskar Mata Road (Phase II) in 

Bauchi State 

4. Yana-Shira-Azare Road in Bauchi State 

5. Wukari-Takum Road in Taraba State 

6. Benin-Ofosu Expressway in Edo States 
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7. Enugu-Abakaliki Road in Enugu/Ebonyi States 

8. Ogoja Junction-Ikom Road in Cross River State 

9. Ado-Ilumoba-Agbado-Ikare Road in Ekiti State 

10. Completion of the Dualization of Ibadan-Ilorin road 

section I (Ibadan - Oyo) in Oyo State. 

11. Completion of the Reconstruction of Vom-Manchok 

road in Plateau State.  

12. Completion of the Repairs of 3rd Mainland Bridge 

(Phase II), covering additional works for the 

replacement of 8Nos. Expansion Joints in Lagos State.  

13. Completion of the Dualization of Onitsha-Owerri Road 

(Section I) and Onitsha Eastern Bypass, in Anambra 

State. 

14. Completion of the Rehabilitation of Uba-Mbalala road 

in Borno State. 

15. Completion of the Rehabilitation of Funtua-Gusau-

Sokoto road (Section II: Gusau-Talata Mafara) in 

Zamfara and Sokoto States.  

16. Completion of the Rehabilitation of Obiozora-Uburu-

Ishiagu Road in Enugu and Ebonyi States. 

17. Completion of the Access Road to Kaduna Refinery in 

Kaduna State. 

18. Completion of the Construction/Rehabilitation of 

Gbogan-Iwo road in Oyo State. 

19. Completion of the Rehabilitation of Owerri-Aba Road 

in Imo and Abia States. 

20. Completion of the Rehabilitation of Katsina-Daura road 

in Katsina State.  
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21. Completion of the Rehabilitation of Ijebu Igbo-

Ajegunle-Araromi-Ife-Sekona Road (Section II), in Ogun 

State. 

22. Emergency reinstatement of collapsed section of 

Gombe-Potiskum Road, (at Km 12) in Gombe State. 

23. Rehabilitation of road Spur from Onitsha-Owerri road to 

Okija-Ihembosi-Afor Ukpor-Ebenator-Ezenifite in 

Anambra State. 

24. Construction of 15km Interstate road from Aiyegunle-

Akoko Edo in Ondo and Edo States. 

25. Completion of the Rehabilitation of access roads to 

Warri Refinery in Delta State. 

26. Completion of the Dualization of Access Road to Onne 

Port in Rivers State. 

27. Construction of Gombe-Bypass in Gombe State. 

28. Rehabilitation of Odo Oba-Takie-Gambari-Otte-Oyo 

State border along Ibadan-Oyo Ogbomosho-Ilorin 

road in Oyo State. 

29. Emergency Reinstatement of collapsed section of 

Wukari-Mutum Biyu road in Taraba State. 

30. Reinstatement of Washouts at km6+750, km30+400 and 

km35+325 along Onitsha-Enugu dual carriageway in 

Anambra and Enugu States. 

31. Emergency reinstatement of Washout/Gully erosion at 

KM127+000 at Auchi along Okene-Benin road and 

Km14+000 along Auchi-Agenebode road in Edo State. 

32. Construction of Langtang-Lalin-Tunkus-Shendam Road 

in Plateau State. 

33. Rehabilitation of old Oyo-Ogbomoso road in Oyo State 

34. Rehabilitation of Omuo-Ifaki road in Ekiti State. 
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35. Rehabilitation/Reconstruction of Lafenwa Bridge in 

Abeokuta in Ogun State. 

36. Rehabilitation of Gombe-Numan-Yola road section II: 

Numan-Gombe in Adamawa and Gombe States. 

37. Rehabilitation of Otta–Owode road in Ogun State. 

38. Rehabilitation of Mararaba-Pambeguwa-Saminaka-Jos 

road section I (Mararaba-Panbeguwa) in Kaduna 

State. 

39. Rehabilitation of Anka-Daki Takwas-Gummi road in 

Zamfara State. Reconstruction and Pavement 

Strengthening of Ikom-Mfum Road in Cross River State 

40. Reconstruction of Abakaliki-Mbok (Ogoja Junction) in 

Ebonyi and Cross River States. 

41. Rehabilitation of Okija-Uli-Oguta Road in Imo State 

42. Asphalt Overlay of 2km Access Road to the Federal 

Science & Technical College in Edo Staet 

43. Rehabilitation of Hadejia-Nguru Road, Phase I 

(Hadejia-Kirikasama Section) in Jigawa State 

44. Rehabilitation of Benin-Ofosu Highway in Edo State 

45. Construction of 2 No. Bridges alogn Auchi Polytechnic-

Ekperi-Agenebode Road in Edo State 

46. Rehabilitation of Access Road to Ejigbo NNPC Depot in 

Lagos State 

47. Rehabilitation of Apapa-Oshodi Expressway (Section I) 

in Lagos State 

48. Rehabilitation of Ipele-Ishua Road in Ondo State 

49. Periodic maintenance of Jebba-Lafiaji Road in Niger 

State. 

50. Periodic maintenance of Takai-Albasu-Gaya Road in 

Kano State. 
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51. Periodic maintenance of Nafada-Gombe Abba Road 

in Gombe State. 

52. Periodic maintenance of Hong-Mubi Road in 

Adamawa State. 

53. Periodic maintenance of Okpala-Igwurita Road in Imo 

State. 

54. Periodic maintenance of Ado-Ilumoba-Agbado-Ikare 

Road Section A in Ekiti State. 

55. Periodic maintenance of Dingaya-Galambi-Rungo 

Road in Sokoto State. 

56. Periodic maintenance of Rumukurshi-Chokocho Road 

in Cross River State. 

57. Periodic maintenance of Akure-Owo Road in Ondo 

State. 

58. Periodic maintenance of Ado-Ilumoba-Agbado-Ikare 

Road Section B in Ekiti State. 

59. Periodic maintenance of Kurfi-Chiranchi Road in 

Katsina State. 

60. Periodic maintenance of Lafiagi-Mokwa Road in Niger 

State. 

61. Periodic maintenance of East-West-Odi Road in 

Bayelsa State. 

62. Periodic maintenance of Lafia-Doma Road in 

Nasarawa state.  

Critical Arterial Road & Bridge Projects 

The Ministry is currently executing 184 contracts across the 

Country including those inherited from previous 

Administration.  We have continued to make progress on 

these projects, particularly the rehabilitation, construction and 
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expansion of key arterial road projects with a view to ensuring 

their earliest completion.  Similarly, the Federal Ministry of 

Works is currently engaged in emergency intervention in some 

critical highways infrastructure such as the Apapa-Oshodi 

Expressway that provides access to Tin Can Island and Apapa 

Ports in Lagos State, as well as Access Road to Mosimi Depot 

in Ogun State.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, you will recall I had earlier brought to 

bear some of the benefits arising from the various on-going 

roads and bridges rehabilitation, construction, expansion and 

maintenance projects across the country.  The quality of 

pavement and drainages on our roads are being improved 

upon.  We have commenced the installation of modern road 

furniture, provision of quality road markings and signages on 

our roads. We have also started constructing concrete 

parapets in place of steel rails on our bridges to check the 

activities of steel scavengers. These innovations are geared 

towards reducing road crashes on our highways.  What we 

have in some parts of our key arterial roads and bridges 

today, can compare favourably with what obtains in the 

developed world. 

In the spirit of our earlier decision to prioritize projects with a 

view to completing works on major road corridors for socio-

economic integration and empowerment of our citizenry, I 

wish to say that our decision has started yielding the desired 

results on the following corridors: 

 Asaba-Onitsha-Owerri corridor 
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 Shagamu-Ore-Benin-Asaba-Onitsha-Enugu-Abakaliki-Ogoja-

Ikum-Mfum corridor 

 Lagos-Ibadan-Ilorin corridor 

 Warri-Benin-Auchi-Okene-Lokoja-Abaji-Abuja-Kaduna-Zaria-

Kano corridor 

 Katsina-Kano-Wudil-Damaturu-Maiduguri corridor 

 Otukpa-Otukpo-Lafia-Jos-Bauchi-Kari-Potiskum corridor 

 Otukpa-Ayangba-Ajaokuta-Lokoja corridor 

 Mokwa-Bida-Lambatta corridor 

 Akure-Ilesha-Ibadan corridor, and  

 Sokoto-Tambuwal-Jega-Birnin-Yauri-Kontagora-Makera 

corridor, among others.  

These highway corridors, when fully completed, will not only 

galvanise and ramp up productive economic activities in the 

Country to greater heights, but will also strengthen our socio-

political integration in a manner that will encourage peaceful 

co-existence among citizens of our country, as movement 

and interaction of people across the six geo-political zones 

become enhanced by better access to each other.  

Now, let us take a cursory look at travel times before 2011 and 

now to appreciate the new lease of life the transformation of 

the road sector by President Goodluck Ebele Jonathan has 

brought to the citizens of our country (Below is a summary 

showing savings in travel times arising from the intervention in 

some key arterial roads across the country): 
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Corridor Before Now 

Abuja-Abaji-Lokoja Expressway 4 hours 2 hours 

Onitsha-Owerri Expressway 3 hours 1 hour 

Benin-Ore-Shagamu-Lagos Expressway 9 hours 4 hours 

Gombe-Numan-Yola Expressway 6 hours 3 hours 

Enugu-Abakaliki-Ogoja-Mfum Highway 8 hours 3 hours 

Lagos-Ibadan-Ilorin Highway 6 hours 3.5 hours 

Otukpa-Ayangba-Ajaokuta-Lokoja Rd 4 hours 1.5 hours 

Jebba-Lafiaji-Mokwa Road 2 hours 45 mins. 

 

Major Bridges 

It would be recalled that the Federal Ministry of Works carried 

out substantive repairs and rehabilitation works on the 3rd 

Mainland Bridge in Lagos State and Jebba Bridge in Kwara 

State. We are currently working on the construction of the 

Loko-Oweto Bridge linking Benue and Nasarawa States, as 

well as the 2nd Niger Bridge in Onitsha/Asaba, linking Anambra 

and Delta States. Not only that, we are currently working on 

re-construction of the Burnt Marine bridge in Lagos, the repairs 

of the existing River Niger bridge in Onitsha, the 

repair/replacement of expansion joints on Eko bridge in 

Lagos, as well as maintenance on lots of bridges across the 

country. When completed, travel times on these 

bridges/alignments will be further reduced. 
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Projects Awarded in 2013 

In line with the Transformation Agenda of the Federal 

Government and our strong determination to make Nigerian 

Roads better, safer and effectively support economic growth 

and national integration, the Federal Ministry of Works in 2013 

awarded 51 (fifty-one) road projects nationwide.  Similarly, the 

Federal Government, in her determination to strengthen the 

capacity of the Office of the Surveyor-General of the 

Federation, awarded the contract for the Acquisition and 

Utilization of Multi-User License and Satellite Imagery equipment. 

Table below shows the projects and their current stages of 

construction or installation works: 

S/No Project Title % of Completion 

1 Rehabilitation of Vandeikya-Obudu Cattle 

Ranch Road, Phase I in Benue State. 

97% 

2 Construction of Mbaise-Ngwa Road with Bridges 

at Imo River, Phase I in Imo State. 

4.22% 

3 Construction of Abriba-Arochukwu Road, Phase I 

in Abia State. 

9.74% 

4 Rehabilitation of Makurdi-Gboko Road, Phase I: 

Wunnune-Yendev Section in Benue State 

10% 

5 Construction of Ohafia-Oso Road in Ebonyi/Abia 

States. 

31.28% 

 

6 

Rehabilitation of Section 1A of Sokoto-

Tambuwal-Jega-Kontagora-Makara Road, 

Phase I in Sokoto/Kebbi/Niger States. 

 

46.85% 

 

7 

Reconstruction of Sokoto-Tambuwal-Jega-

Kontagora-Makara Phase I, Section I in Niger 

State. 

 

25.98% 

8 Reconstruction of Kunya-Kanya-Babura-Babban 10.43% 
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Mutum Road Phase I in Jigawa State. 

9 Construction of Zing-Yakoko-Monkin Road in 

Taraba State. 

6.01% 

10 Rehab. of Alkaleri-Bauchi Road in Bauchi State. 10.01% 

11 Construction of Aguoba-Owa-Mgbagbu Owa 

Ebenebe (Anambra State Border) with Spur to 

Aaha-Iwollo Road in Enugu State. 

 

9.97% 

12 Constr. of Offa By-Pass at Offa in Kwara State. 31.87% 

13 Construction of Ikot Ekpene Border-Aba-Owerri 

Road, Section I, Phase I in Akwa Ibom/Abia/Imo 

States. 

 

21.95% 

14 Rehabilitation of Calabar Ugep-Ogoja-Katsina 

Ala Road, Section I (Calabar-Ugep) in Cross 

River State. 

 

53% 

15 Reconstruction and Expansion of Lagos-Ibadan 

Dual Carriageway, Section I (Lagos-Shagamu) in 

Lagos/Ogun States. 

 

11.0% 

16 Reconstruction and Expansion of Lagos-Ibadan 

Dual Carriageway, Section II (Shagamu-Ibadan) 

in Ogun/Oyo States. 

 

8.93% 

17 Construction of Yenegwe-Okaki-Kolo Road in 

Bayelsa State. 

46.05% 

18 Rehabilitation of Apapa-Oshodi Expressway, 

Section II, Phase II in Lagos State. 

50.53% 

19 Rehab. of Mokwa-Bida Road in Niger State. 25% 

20 Rehabilitation of Akure-Ilesha Road in 

Osun/Ondo States. 

20% 

21 Rehabilitation and Reconstruction of Enugu-Port 

Harcourt Dual Carriageway, Section I (Lokpanta-

Umuahia Tower) in Abia State. 

 

8.02% 

22 Rehabilitation and Reconstruction of Enugu-Port 

Harcourt Dual Carriageway, Section II (Umuahia 

 

3.5% 
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Tower-Aba Township Rail) in Abia State. 

23 Under Water Inspection, Assessment of Pilings, 

River Bed, Bathymetric Survey, Profiling and 

Echometric Test of Third Mainland Bridge in 

Lagos State. 

 

100% 

24 Constr. of Kankara-Gurbi Road in Katsina State. 0.1% 

25 Construction of Isoko Ring Road in Delta State. 0.78% 

26 Rehabilitation of Yashi-Duguri-Digare-Yalo Road 

(Yashi-Duguri-Digare Section) in Bauchi State. 

2.52% 

27 Constr. of Jarmai Bashar Road in Plateau State. 0% 

28 Rehabilitation of Wukari-Akwana Road in Taraba 

State. 

0.5% 

29 Construction of Ajase-Ipo-Offa-Erin Ile-Osun State 

Boundry in Kwara State. 

12% 

30 Construction of Takum-Dogon Gawa Road 

(Katsina Ala-Takum) in Taraba State. 

3.12% 

31 Construction of River Ebba Bridge at Cheche, 

Katcha in Niger State 

2.73% 

32 Rehabilitation of Amanwaozuzu-Uzoagba-

Eziama Orie-Amaohia Road in Imo State. 

12.03% 

33 Construction of Bida-Sacci-Nupeko Road in 

Niger State 

0.2% 

34 Reconstruction of Nung Udoe-Etinan-Ekom Road 

in Akwa Ibom State 

0.74% 

35 Construction of Benin-Adumagbae-Egba-Akure 

Road in Ondo State 

0.70% 

36 Rehabilitation of Ilorin-Jebba-Mokwa-Birnin 

Gwari-Kaduna Road (Ilorin-Jebba Section) in 

Kwara State 

 

0.67% 

37 Rehabilitation of Ilorin-Kabba-Obajana Road in 

Kwara/Kogi States 

1.00% 
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38 Rehabilitation of Mubi-Maiha-Sarao Road with 

Spur from Mubi-Bukula in Adamawa State 

1.5% 

39 Rehabilitation of Tumu-Pindiga-Kashere (Gombe 

State)-Futuk-Yalo (Bauchi State)-Bashar-Dengi 

(Plateau State) in Bauchi State 

 

4.93% 

40 Dualization of Kano-Katsina Road Phase I: Kano 

Town at Dawanau Roundabout to Katsina State 

Border in Kano State 

 

0.27% 

41 Completion of Igboile-Okin Connector Road in 

Surulere LGA, Oyo State 

12.20% 

42 Construction of Ihiala-Orlu Road in Isseke Town- 

Amafuo-Ulli with Spur (Ihiala-Orlu-Umuduru 

Section) in Anambra State 

 

1.54% 

43 Constr. of Ikemba Drive with Spur on Oba- Okigwe 

Road, through Permanent Site of Nnamdi Azikiwe 

University Teaching Hospital in Anambra State 

 

8.41% 

44 Rehabilitation of Amugo Uno-Oriemba Market – 

Amugo Isiorji Onuani Road in Enugu State 

16.44% 

45 Rehabilitation of Amanwaozuzu-Uzoagba-

Eziama-Orie-Amaohia Road in Imo State 

12.03% 

46 Construction of Overhead Pedestrian Bridge in 

Mosogar and Oghara in Delta State 

34.60% 

47 Rehabilitation of Abalamabe (Allison Hart) 65m 

Bridge in Bonny, Rivers State 

1.01% 

48 Construction of Access Road to Federal Facilities 

at Antorun-Temidire in Ogbomosho, Oyo State 

2.36% 

49 Rehabilitation of Burnt Marina Bridge and 

Maintenance of Eko (Akpongbon) and Iddo 

Bridges in Lagos State 

 

7.5% 

50 Emergency Repairs of Apapa-Oworonshoki-

Ojota Expressway in Lagos State 

100% 

51 Emergency Repairs of Existing Niger Bridge at 

Onitsha/Asaba in Anambra/Delta States 

5.4% 
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52 Acquisition and Utilization of Multi-User License 

and Satellite Imagery of Nigeria (for Office of the 

Surveyor-General of the Federation) 

 

80.87% 

 

New Policy Initiatives 

Within the past year, the Federal Ministry of Works under my 

leadership sustained the implementation of a number of policy 

initiatives by the President Goodluck Ebele Jonathan’s 

Administration, and they have started to impact positively on 

service delivery in the road sector in the Country. Some of these 

policies include: 

1. Abolition of the use of cut-back bitumen (MC-1) and its 

replacement with bitumen emulsion, thereby freeing 

kerosene for domestic usage and promoting environmentally 

friendly construction methodologies in road projects. 

2. Introduction of a new project management template that 

makes provision for the valuation of only permanent works in 

Interim Statements/Certificates, thereby deepening 

performance management approach to road development, 

and mitigating frequent augmentation of projects. 

3. Introduction of the of the “Safe Passage” policy that ensures 

that road corridors on subsisting contracts are maintained 

and made motorable by Contractors throughout the 

duration of the projects. 

4. Aligned with the Federal Government’s Local Content Policy 

by encouraging Indigenous Contractors to handle federal 

road projects. 

5. Establishment of an Engineering Design Office with modern 

facilities at the Headquarters of the Ministry under a 

supervision of a substantive Director. 
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6. We have continued to improve on the qualities of pavement 

and road construction materials under the watch of the new 

Materials, Geotechnics & Quality Control Department. 

7. The establishment of the six Independent Ministerial 

Monitoring Teams have ensured standard and quality on the 

various road projects, and 

8. We have completed the laboratory tests for the use of 

modern chemical additives for soil stabilization and directives 

have been given for the field trial of the products on selected 

road projects to be procured under the 2014 fiscal year.  The 

products have the potential of reducing the cost of road 

construction by more than 30% in areas where good soil 

materials are not readily available. 

Road Sector Reforms 

The Federal Ministry of Works recorded some progress in its 

efforts to reform the road sector.  I am glad to inform you that 

the two Road Sector Reform Bills (the Federal Road Authority 

and the National Road Fund) have been submitted to the 

Federal Executive Council, and is currently being reviewed by a 

Council’s Committee headed by the AGF/Hon. Minister of 

Justice. The two bills on approval will thereafter be transmitted 

to the National Assembly for further consideration and 

enactment into Law. When this happens, the road sector in 

Nigeria will not only attract both foreign and local investors, it 

will also take on the toga of sustainability in road development 

in our Country. 

Public Private Partnership (PPP) Projects 

Under the PPP, the Ministry has two flagship projects: The 

Second Niger Bridge linking Onitsha and Asaba in 
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Anambra/Delta States, being undertaken by the NSIA-Julius 

Berger Consortium and the Apakun/Oshodi-MMIA Expressway in 

Lagos State, being undertaken by CHEC Consortium. President 

Goodluck Ebele Jonathan, GCFR, flagged-off the Second Niger 

Bridge in March 2014. The project involves the construction of 

1.59km dual carriageway bridge of 6-lanes and 10.31km 

approach roads (dual-carriageway). Early Works have since 

commenced at the site of the Second Niger Bridge where the 

EPC Contractor, Messrs Julius Berger Nig. Plc has substantially 

mobilised and has in fact commenced the Early Work Phase of 

the project as well as procured materials and equipment for the 

second phase of the construction. On the Apakun/Oshodi-

Murtala Mohammed International Airport Road in Lagos, which 

is about 3.95km long, Messrs CHEC Consortium has commenced 

aspects of the Early Works for the project, which is planned to 

be an 8-lanes Expressway with Flyovers and Pedestrian Bridges 

to ensure a befitting gateway to our Country’s foremost 

commercial city. 

Road Asset Management System (RAMS) 

In view of the challenges faced in the management of our 

roads due to road abuse, the Ministry is in the process of 

establishing a Road Asset Management System (RAMS) with 

assistance from the World Bank.  When in place, it would be a 

Decision Support System that will create a database on the 

Federal Highway such as traffic, axle loading, road conditions, 

right of way, etc and enable the Ministry to plan, budget and 

prioritize its projects scientifically, leading to improved 

performance, monitoring and value for money at all times. 
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Road Abuse 

Ladies and Gentlemen, with the enormous resources the 

Federal Government is putting into the development of road 

infrastructure across the Country, it is pertinent to draw your 

attention to some of the social challenges in the Road Sector 

we have had to contend with since 2011.  Axle load of trucks 

beyond acceptable tonnage on our highways, indiscriminate 

cutting across the highways, burning of tyres on the roads, 

erection of bumps on our roads, destruction of our road 

furniture, encroachment on our right of ways, etc are issues that 

attract sanction by Government. 

In recent times, most federal highway bridges across the 

country have suffered severe damages through the prevalence 

of insurgency in the North-Eastern part of the country as well as 

accidents involving petroleum laden delivery trucks and other 

heavy duty vehicles. This destruction is, no doubt, hampering 

efforts by the Federal Government to provide standard and 

serviceable highway bridge infrastructure for road users in the 

Country.  Also, the economic survival of the connecting states is 

being threatened by the disruption to smooth traffic flow. 

 

Specifically, from 2013 to date, over 9 (nine) major Federal 

Highway bridges have been affected by this phenomenon and 

now require emergency rehabilitation and reconstruction at 

enormous unbudgeted cost to Government. The damaged 

bridges include: 

Fire Incidents 

 Ijora-7up Bridge in Lagos State 

 Makurdi Bridge in Benue State 
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 Bridge 1(Ch 57+450) Abuja-Abaji-Lokoja Road Section II: 

Sheda Village Junction to Abaji, FCT 

 Ibagwa Bridge along Ikot Ekpene-Abak-Ekparakwa-Ette 

Road in Akwa Ibom State 

 Bridge at Km 26+300 along Ontisha-Owerri Dual 

Carriageway (close to Madonna University Entrance, Okija) 

Insurgent Action 

 Ngala Bridge along Maiduguri-Dikwa-Gamboru Road in 

Borno State 

 Liman-Kara bridge at km 133 along Maiduguri-bama-

Gwoza Road in Borno State 

 Chakwarkir Bridge at Km 174 along Maiduguri-Damboa-Bui 

Road in Yobe State 

 Katarko Bridge at Km 18 along Damaturu-Biu Road in Yobe 

State 

We enjoin all Nigerians to desist from all forms of road abuse. In 

line with the recently approved harmonised ECOWAS common 

standards and procedures for enforcement of Size, Dimension, 

Weight, and Axle loads of Goods vehicles and trucks, the 

Ministry is in the process of rolling out a Right of Way 

Management and Enforcement template that will guarantee 

the longevity of federal roads and bridges nationwide. 

Road Sector Development Team (RSDT) 

The Road Sector Development Team (RSDT) is a semi-

autonomous performance oriented organisation within the 

Federal Ministry of Works.  The Unit manages roads, bridge 

infrastructure, institutional strengthening and reform 

programmes with assistance from multilateral agencies like the 

World Bank, African Development Bank (AfDB) and Japanese 
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Government Grant for Policy & Human Resource Development 

under the platform of the Federal Roads Development Project 

(FRDP). 

Key components of the Federal Roads Development Project 

(FRDP) are Civil Works, Road Safety and Institutional 

strengthening & capacity building.  The RSDT is expected to 

pave the way for the establishment of the Federal Roads 

Authority (FRA) in the reform of the Road Sector in Nigeria. 

The Road Sector Development Team (RSDT) has, since 2011, 

completed the rehabilitation of four (4) roads, carried out 

periodic maintenance of fourteen (14) roads, and currently 

rehabilitating two (2) highways. 

Road Maintenance 

The Federal Roads Maintenance Agency (FERMA) is directly 

responsible for the maintenance of the federal road network.  In 

these past three years, a total of 22,500km of roads and 80 

bridges of different lengths were maintained by FERMA.  In 

addition, all the 7,179 Youths that were mobilized, trained and 

engaged by FERMA for road maintenance under the SURE-P, 

were retained in the year under review for aggressive 

maintenance of federal roads across the Country. 

Office of the Surveyor-General of the Federation 

The contribution of the Office of the Surveyor-General of the 

Federation to the sustainable development of our Country 

cannot be over-emphasized, especially at this time and age, 

when geospatial information management is at the core of 

major developmental initiatives and strides. Furthermore, the 

application of technical expertise in the development of 
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modern surveying and mapping by the Office, in collaboration 

with the National Boundary Commission, has helped in the 

peaceful and amicable resolution of internal boundary disputes 

in Nigeria. 

The contributions of the Office of the Surveyor-General of the 

Federation have also largely facilitated the strategies of 

Government in combating our peculiar challenges in the 

Country.  The Office has continued to provide technical 

supports to the Federal Ministry of Environment, Ecological Fund 

Office, Nigerian Communication Satellite Agency, Nigerian 

Geological Agency, Independent National Electoral 

Commission (INEC) among others, in mapping, surveying, 

delineation of environmental and ecological related matters. 

This is to ensure appropriateness of decisions to aid infrastructure 

development in the Country. 

In the three years under review, the Surveyor-General’s Office 

updated the street maps of some major towns including Abuja 

and deployed its modern equipment in enhancing satellite 

images for effective planning, preventive and reactive 

measures on spatial related matters.  It is noteworthy to add 

that the Federal Government, in line with the Transformation 

Agenda of His Excellency, President Goodluck Ebele Jonathan, 

GCFR, established sixteen of the Continuously Operating 

Reference Stations (CORS) all over the country streaming data 

to the Nigeria Network Server through the Surveyor-General’s 

Office and other Agencies. This achievement underscores the 

importance the present Administration attaches to the growth 

of this Sector. Other major achievements include but not limited 

to the followings: 



24 
 

 Deployment of Zero Order Controls which enable us to tie 

our Survey Controls to other Nations through International 

Terrestrial Reference System (ITRS). 

 Acquisition of Satellite Imagery and Digital Elevation Model 

(DEM) for the entire Country through partnership with Info-

Terra Company; this has enabled us produce 1/25,000 

maps faster and more accurately. 

 Reviewed the Survey Co-ordination Act of 1962 and its 

subsequent Amendments has been concluded for further 

consideration for enactment into law. 

 A Committee is currently working on the Determination of 

Transformation Parameters from Nigerian Minna Datum to 

the Global Datum using Local Experts. 

 Recovery of large volumes of Survey and Map Data from 

the Archives using recently acquired Archival Digital Data 

Retrieval Equipment. 

 Establishment of a Data Centre where all Surveying and 

Mapping Data/Information are stored and accessible to all 

stakeholders, and 

 Publication of the 2nd Edition of the National Atlas of the 

Federal Republic of Nigeria; the first was published about 

thirty (30) years ago.  

It is therefore our desire to see that State Governments, Private 

Sector, Multinational Agencies and other Stakeholders 

collaborate with the Federal Government in this onerous task of 

modernizing survey operations and techniques in line with the 

global trends to help in the realization of a unified datum for 

surveying and mapping activities in the Country. 
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Conclusion 

Distinguished stakeholders, Ladies and Gentlemen, the 

Government of President Goodluck Ebele Jonathan has shown 

a clear understanding of the positive connection between 

good road network and economic growth. This underscores the 

Federal Government’s commitment to ensuring that Nigerian 

roads become not only better and safer, but also comparable 

to roads in the developed parts of the world, as to promote the 

happiness of the greater number of our citizens, who rely on 

federal roads for economic and social engagements. As we 

progress with the Transformation of the Road Sector, I wish to 

assure fellow citizens that the administration of President 

Goodluck Ebele Jonathan will leave no stone unturned in its 

avowed commitment to bequeath better and safer world-class 

roads to Nigerians! 

 

I thank you for your attention.  

 

Arc. Mike Oziegbe Onolememen, 

Headquarters, 

Federal Ministry of Works, 

Mabushi, Abuja.  

 

September 19, 2014 


